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Knight Vision Fall 2015 

The senior year can be an exciting but also stressful time for students and their parents. However, 

planning, organizing and staying ahead of deadlines can greatly lessen the burden. It is very important 

that both students and parents are involved in the college and/or career planning process and 

communicate regularly regarding plans, deadlines and goals.  

First and foremost, students must focus on their classes in order to maintain or improve their academic 

standing. Even if a student is admitted to a college, that admission is conditional upon successful 

completion of all senior year courses. It is not uncommon for a college or university to revoke an offer 

of admission if a student underperforms during his or her senior year. 

In this newsletter, I will provide information on popular topics of interest during this stage of the college 

planning process. The last page contains a month-by-month checklist of items that students need to 

consider or complete. As always, please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions at 

rnicks@chathamcharter.org or (919)742-4550. 

Sincerely, 

 

Rynn Nicks 

College Liaison 

 

 

Most students will want to consider taking the SAT or 

ACT again during their senior year. 

 

Colleges typically like to see scores from the senior year 

as well as the junior year. In addition, many students 

need to increase their scores in order to become more 

competitive candidates for admission or for scholarship 

consideration. 

 

For help with determining whether students should take 

the SAT or ACT, please see Mrs. Nicks. Registration for 

the tests can be completed online or by mailing a paper 

application. Paper forms can be picked up from the 

college liaison’s office. 

 

 

 

ACT Test Dates for 2015 

Oct. 24
th

 (registration deadline Sept. 18
th

) 

Dec. 12
th

 (registration deadline Nov. 6
th

) 

Register: http://www.actstudent.org/regist/ 

SAT Test Dates for 2015 

Nov. 7
th

 (registration deadline Oct. 9
th

) 

Dec. 5
th

 (registration deadline Nov. 5
th

) 

Register: https://sat.collegeboard.org/register 

 

mailto:rnicks@chathamcharter.org
http://www.actstudent.org/regist/
https://sat.collegeboard.org/register
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The College Liaison will provide a list of local scholarships in early 2016. Applications for most of these 

scholarships are not available until early spring. 

 

In the meantime, students can apply for some of the thousands of online scholarships that are available. These 

scholarships take time to search and apply for but rewards can be substantial for students who put forth the effort. 

Suggestion: Dedicate at least 1 hour each week to searching and applying for these scholarships which often only 

require completing a quick application. Some popular search sites are: 

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search and http://www.fastweb.com/. One to try: SunTrust has a 

bi-weekly sweepstakes drawing which begins September 14
th
 and runs through May. Visit offtocollege.info for 

details. 

 

All colleges and universities offer some combination of scholarships, grants and/or financial aid. The amounts 

and application process differ depending on the school. In many cases, students are automatically considered 

either when they apply or when they complete and submit their Free Application for Student Aid (FAFSA). Other 

schools have a separate application process for certain scholarships. Research scholarship and aid opportunities at 

the schools they are interested in. This can usually be done by contacting the school’s financial aid department or 

talking to an admissions counselor. 

Financial Aid 
 

The Free Application for Student Aid (FAFSA) becomes available on January 1, 2016. All families should 

complete this form regardless of income level. Please plan to complete your tax forms early (taxes do not have to 

be filed; estimates can be used).  

 

Students and parents can create their Federal Student Aid ID (FSA ID) now at 

https://fsaid.ed.gov/npas/index.htm. The FSA ID helps to speed up the FAFSA application process. 

 

Research the financial aid forms required by the schools where your student is applying. Some institutions 

require an additional form called the College Scholarship Service (CSS) in order for aid to be awarded. This form 

can be completed in the fall at https://student.collegeboard.org/css-financial-aid-profile. 

 

Scholarships 

Test Prep Resources 
Websites 

 CFNC (SAT and ACT): https://www1.cfnc.org/Plan/For_College/College_Test_Prep/Test_Prep.aspx 

 Peterson’s (SAT and ACT): https://www.petersons.com/college-search/test-prep-topics.aspx 

 Collegeboard (SAT): https://sat.collegeboard.org/home 

 Khan Academy (SAT): https://www.khanacademy.org/sat 

 ACT website: http://www.actstudent.org/testprep/ 

Free Apps 

 ACT Prep by Varsity Tutors 

 College Passport-SAT Edition by Edupath 

 

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search
http://www.fastweb.com/
file:///C:/Users/rnick_000/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/offtocollege.info
https://fsaid.ed.gov/npas/index.htm
https://student.collegeboard.org/css-financial-aid-profile
https://www1.cfnc.org/Plan/For_College/College_Test_Prep/Test_Prep.aspx
https://www.petersons.com/college-search/test-prep-topics.aspx
https://sat.collegeboard.org/home
https://www.khanacademy.org/sat
http://www.actstudent.org/testprep/
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In hac habitasse platea dictmst. 
Sed et tellus at quam sagittis pharetra. Donec faucibus sagittis justo. 

 

At this point, students should have narrowed their list of colleges where they will apply to between 3 and 5 

choices. They should have their top choice(s); a school they know they can get into; and a few in-between. 

Follow these steps and recommendations to make the application process as seamless as possible: 

 

 Research application deadlines and required application materials. This information is typically found on the 

admissions page for the school and often on cfnc.org 

 Students can complete their application online through cfnc.org or the school’s website or by requesting a 

paper copy. I plan to hold a student group application day on Friday, October 2
nd

 for those who have not 

applied and would like some assistance walking through the process. Those applying to a community college 

will need to complete a paper copy unless they want to wait until the online form is available sometime in 

November. Please see Mrs. Nicks for help obtaining a paper form. 

o Online application tips: Make sure to read all the questions and take your time answering. Rushing 

through the application often results in typos or providing incorrect information, which can impact 

the application being processed correctly. Write down any passwords used to set up online accounts 

and check the email account that you provide regularly. Colleges will communicate any important 

application information through email. 

o Paper application tips: Write legibly and in blue or black ink. Complete all questions and double 

check the application for errors. 

 Students, request letters of recommendation from teachers, employers or others who know you well (not 

family!) if you are applying to a selective school or if you are borderline. Let your references know at least 

two weeks before you need a letter of recommendation and when possible provide them with a resume or list 

of your activities and extra-curricular activities. 

 Complete any required or optional essays and have a teacher or adult read them before submitting. Be as 

creative as possible while still addressing the essay prompt. Admissions officers see hundreds of generic 

essays each year. Find a way to make yours stand out--start with an attention-grabbing quote, tell a story, 

choose an unconventional topic or write about significant events, passions or interests that have had an 

impact on your life. 

 A personal statement may also be requested or recommended as part of the application process. Typically 

these are open-ended and therefore students can choose any topic to write about. Again follow the above 

suggestions for essays to make your essay unique. Students may also want to submit a personal statement to 

explain low grades or test scores and highlight other strengths that admissions officers should consider. 

 Students may also choose to submit a resume to list or elaborate on accomplishments and activities that they 

were not able to include in their application. Seniors have all been given resume samples and instructed to 

create a resume to submit to Mrs. Nicks for review by the end of October. 

 After completing a college application, students will need to request for their official transcript and test 

scores (if they did not request that the scores be sent to that school when they registered for the test) to be 

mailed to the school. I have created a Google Doc that students can use to make these requests. When 

completed, Mrs. Nicks will provide students with an official sealed copy of their transcript and scores which 

they will need to mail along with any other required application documents. 

 Some schools may also request that students send an official transcript from CCCC. Read application 

requirements carefully and/or contact the admissions office to determine whether or not this is required. Visit 

http://www.cccc.edu/registrar/transcript/ for instructions on how to request a curriculum transcript. 

 

The College Application Process 

file:///C:/Users/rnick_000/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/cfnc.org
file:///C:/Users/rnick_000/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/cfnc.org
http://www.cccc.edu/registrar/transcript/


; 

 

Knight Vision Fall 2015 

4 

Use this checklist as a guide for what types of activities and decisions you should 

be focusing on each month from now through the end of 2015. We will cover the 

remaining months in another newsletter. 

September 

 Narrow top college choices to 3 to 5 

 Plan a visit top choice schools if possible 

 Compare admissions criteria for your top choice schools to your own 

scores and grades 

 Sign up for SAT or ACT if retaking 

 Research tuition costs (make sure housing is included if you plan to live 

on campus) and scholarships opportunities at your top choice schools 

 Research and apply for online scholarships 

 Mark calendar or planner with admission, financial aid and scholarship 

deadlines 

 Ask teachers, employers, community members or counselors for letters 

of recommendation 

 Work on essays, personal statements and/or resumes for admissions 

applications if applicable 

October 

 Begin applying to colleges 

 Request official copies of transcripts and test scores (if needed) and mail 

along with any other application documents (letters of recommendation, 

resume, personal statement) 

 Request official CCCC transcript be sent to colleges if required 

 Prepare for and take SAT and/or ACT 

 If available, work on any separate applications for scholarships offered 

through your top choice schools 

 Contact the financial aid offices of the schools where you are applying 

to determine if any additional financial aid forms are required 

 Complete the College Scholarship Service (CSS) Profile if required by 

your school  

November 

 Complete any applications that are still pending (apply during free 

application week—Nov 2-6—if school participates) 

 Ensure that all needed application documents have been received by 

logging into application portal or by contacting Admissions Office 

 Retake SAT or ACT if needed to improve scores 

December 

 Continue applying for online scholarships. 

 Complete any grant or scholarship applications offered through your top 

choice schools 

 Create FSA IDs for student and parent 

 Look for early acceptance letters and keep all communications from 

colleges in one place 

  

 

  

Senior Year Planning Checklist What if I don’t know where 

I want to go to school? 

 Research! Use college search 

websites like cfnc.org or 

petersons.com to explore 

colleges and search by specific 

criteria. 

 Consider these factors when 

searching: areas of study, size, 

location, entrance 

requirements, environment 

and cost. 

 Visit! Contact the admissions 

office and schedule a tour, ask 

questions and meet with 

admissions staff if possible. 

Many schools also hold open 

houses in the fall. 

What if I don’t know what 

career/major I want? 

 Spend some time thinking 

about your interests and 

abilities. 

 Talk with those you know 

about their careers and how 

they chose their career. 

 Research and take career 

inventory surveys to determine 

interests and aptitudes. The 

website mynextmove.org is a 

great resource for exploring 

potential careers. 

 Check out 

http://whatcanidowiththismaj

or.com/major/majors/ to find 

out what careers you could 

pursue with a given major. 

 Still unsure but want to go to a 

2 or 4 year college? Consider 

finishing your associates’ 

degree while you continue to 

search. Or choose a 4-year 

college with a wide range of 

degree programs. Seek 

guidance from career centers 

or advisors once you enroll. 

file:///C:/Users/rnick_000/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/cfnc.org
file:///C:/Users/rnick_000/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/petersons.com
file:///C:/Users/rnick_000/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/mynextmove.org
http://whatcanidowiththismajor.com/major/majors/
http://whatcanidowiththismajor.com/major/majors/



